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MEDIA RELEASE
September 25, 1986
UM'S 1986 HOMECOMING TO BE TIME OF NOSTALGIA, CELEBRATION
The University of Montana's 1986 Homecoming celebration,
"Swingtime in the Rockies," will feature a reunion unlike any
other in the school's history.

In addition to a traditional 25-

year reunion for the class of 1961 and a 20-year reunion for the
class of 1966, UM will host its first decade reunion -- for the
classes of 1940-50.
This particular era was chosen because many UM students
were forced by World War II to spread their educations over most
of the decade, explains Truby Bachman, Alumni Office coordinator
of the reunions.
"It was a very sentimental, hard time for all involved," she
says.

"One former student I spoke with said he spent his whole

two years at UM at the Burlington Northern Railroad -- saying
good-bye to people going to war or welcoming those coming back."
So many male students went off to war, in fact, that the UM
campus was almost completely populated by women -- even the
fraternity houses, Bachman says.
There's much sadness associated with the war years, but
Bachman says the decade reunion, like the ones for the 1961 and
1966 grads, will be a time of celebration.
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"I told the alumni committee for the decade reunion that I
could bring in a guest speaker who would recapture the war/'
Bachman says. "They said,

'No, we want a joyous time.

bring our own war memories with us.

We'll

We want to stress the

positive.'"
Among the highlights of the decade reunion will be cocktail
parties at 7 p.m. Oct. 2 and 6 p.m. Oct. 3 at the Elks Club, a
former haunt of many of the 1940s alumni.
At noon Oct. 3, the decade classes and the class of 1961
will get together for a luncheon in the University Center
Ballroom.

The event will be topped off with a 1940s style show

complete with uniforms, dances and radio program.
The 1961 grads are a casual group, apparently.
want to be organized too much," Bachman says.

"They don't

"They just want to

get together with old friends."
Having vetoed a formal banquet, representatives of that
class have opted instead for an informal "Swingin'

'60s"

barbecue, scheduled for 6-7:30 p.m. Oct. 3 behind Main Hall.
Members of the class of 1966, who also are invited to the
barbecue, will have their own no-host cocktail party from 5 to
6:30 p.m. Oct. 3 at the Sheraton.
Bachman expects an unusually big alumni turnout for
Homecoming -- largely because of the innovative decade gathering,
which she says has generated a lot of enthusiasm.

She expects

graduates from as far away as Maryland, Alaska and California to
more
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attend the festivities.
Registration for the reunion classes will be 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
at the Sheraton, 200 S. Pattee:

Oct 2 for the classes of 1940-50

and Oct. 3 for the class of 1961 and other classes.

In addition

to these regularly scheduled times, on-going registration will be
available at the Sheraton.
The registration fee, which is $45, includes registration
packet; corsage; class photo; and class luncheon (spouse or guest
included).

The fee also covers a sightseeing tour (spouse or

guest included); an All-Alumni Dance (spouse or guest included);
and a pre-parade breakfast (see full Homecoming schedule for
details on these three events).
Alumni wishing to sign up only for individual events will
pay $2 for the bus tour; $6 a person for the luncheon for the
classes of 1940-50 and 1961; $6 a person for the pre-parade
breakfast at the Sheraton; and $5 a person for the All-Alumni
Dance.

The Swingin’ '60s Barbecue, which isn't included in the

registration fee, costs $6 a person.
For further information, contact the Alumni Office,
University of Montana, Missoula, Mont. 59812;

(406) 243-5211.
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